
How do we measure progress  

at Forest Hill School? 



}  No more A*-G 

}  Students get a score from 1-9 in their GCSEs 

}  5 is considered a good pass at GCSE 

}  BUT students are no longer just judged on 
their grades at GCSE 

}  They are also judged on how much progress 
they make 



}  One grading system from Year 7-11 

}  Given a grade from Foundation (the lowest) to 
9 (the highest) in each subject 

}  Divided into A/B/C depending on how 
confident we are they will achieve this 

}  Personalised targets depending on your 
baselines and KS2 scores 



}  Each subject divided into key Strands 

}  These can be based on skills/concepts/knowledge 

}  Geography examples below: 
Strand	 Description	

Space	
Being able to locate man-made and natural features 

and explain any patterns.	

Place	

Being able to say what a place is like, compare it to 

other parts of the world and give reasons for how it is 

(human and physical processes)	

Interdependence	

Being able to describe and explain the relationships 

and links between different places and issues that are 

found there.	

Change and 

response	

Being able to describe and explain how a place has 

changed (or will change), and how and why this might 

need to be managed by people	

Geographical skills	

Being able to structure my work, as well as being able 

to use maps, graphs, drawings, diagrams, fieldwork 

skills and technology to help me explain my points.	



}  Each strand is divided into 9 steps which 
students are measured against 

}  These 9 Steps are based on the GCSE 
criteria 

STEP	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	

S
p
a
c
e
	

I can begin 

to identify 

the 

location of 

human and 

physical 

features	

I can 

clearly 

identify the 

location of 

human and 

physical 

features	

I can 

describe 

the 

location of 

human and 

physical 

features	

I can 

explain the 

location of 

human and 

physical 

features	

I can 

analyse the 

location of 

features to 

identify 

patterns in 

their 

distributio

n	

I can 

identify 

patterns in 

the 

distributio

n of 

features 

and begin 

to find 

reasons for 

this	

I can 

assess the 

distributio

n of 

features, 

linking to 

social, 

economic, 

environme

ntal and 

political 

processes.	

I can 

suggest 

how the 

distributio

n of 

features 

might 

change in 

the future 

and 

explain the 

processes 

behind 

this.	

I can 

explain 

developed 

theories 

about how 

the 

distributio

n of 

features 

might 

change in 

the future .	



}  Students are measured against the different 
strands and then teachers will report back an 
average Step 

}  A, B, C is the sub-Step (A is the highest within the Step) 

Strand	 Current Step 	 Average	

Space	 2	

2A	

Place	 3	

Interdependence	 3	

Change and response	 3	

Geographical skills	 2	



How does this equate to A*-G? 



}  You each have a personalised progress path 
to show whether you are achieving above or 
below where you should be 

}  This is based on Baselines and KS2 scores 

Target 
Step 

Baseline 

S
te

p
s
 1

-
9

 

S
te

p
s
 1

-
9

 



}  Each subject area has common procedures 
for assessing their students 

}  This may be an end of Unit test or marked 
homework which all students of a given 
course do 

}  Wherever possible, teachers look at assessed 
pieces of work together to check they all 
agree on the standard (‘moderation’) 

}  Their Step should reflect their overall 
performance in that subject 



}  There are two main ways to find out how your son 
is doing well: 

1.  Look at his Attitude To Learning (A2L) comment 
and average A2L score to see if he is working 
hard 

2.  Look at how near his end of year target he is 

}  Ask your son’s teacher what he  

needs to do to move his A2L or STEP grade up 



}  The targets are set slightly differently for 
each subject 

}  Your son’s targets are likely to be higher for 
English, Maths, Science, Humanities and 
Languages as he has more lessons in these 
subjects 

}  The targets for the other subjects are likely to 
be lower as they have fewer lessons a week 

}  However this will be affected by the baseline 
for each subject 



}  There is a wealth of information on our website 
here: 

}  Academic > Curriculum 

}  http://foresthill.lewisham.sch.uk/curriculum/  

}  The curriculum information document contains 
information on how you can support from home 
in each subject 

}  This presentation is also on our website in the 
Academic section 



There are three places to find out about the 
homework your son has: 

 

1.  There should be a brief record in his daybook 

2.  On FHS Connect there is information about 
the homework 

3.  On Hand-in there may be resources and links 
to help him 



}  Go to the school website 
www.foresthillschool.co.uk  

}  Click on FHS Connect at the top 

}  Log on using your school username and 
password 

}  You can also logon using your son’s 
username and password if yours is not 
working 



You	will	automa-cally	see	

your	son’s	homework	

displayed	like	this. 



The	blue	bar	shows	you	when	

the	homework	was	set	and	

when	it	is	due	in.			

When	the	due	date	

has	been	passed	the	

bar	may	turn	red.		



A	single	click	on	the	bar	will	show	

more	details	about	the	homework	

and	the	date	it	is	due	in. 



  

Teachers	might	paste	a	link	to	a	

document	in	Hand-in	or	in	the	

subject	area.	



Some	of	our	homework	is	

available	on	Hand-in.		This	is	

either	to	support	students	in	

comple-ng	their	homework	or	

for	them	to	submit	

electronically.		



This	will	tell	you	if	there	is	any	

homework	on	Hand-in	that	

needs	to	be	completed	and	any	

that	have	been	missed	

You	can	select	the	different	

classes	your	son	is	in	here	



You	can	then	find	different	

homework	resources	and	files	in	

each	class	folder	


