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Forest Hill School’s new LGBT+ magazine!
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HELLO 

FOREST HILL SCHOOL!
Hello everyone!

Welcome back! We hope you had a 
great Easter holiday and are 

refreshed and ready for the new 
term.

Forest Hill School is committed to 
improving equality for everyone. If 
you have any ideas on how we can 

continue to work on this, please do 
let us know. 

#equalitymattersatFHS

We would love to hear from anyone 
that would like to contribute to the 

magazine. Please contact our 
editors, Ms Suart and Mr Cox: 

e.suart@foresthillschool.co.uk 
m.cox@foresthillschool.co.uk

We hope you enjoy this edition!

Ms Suart & Mr Cox



Olly Alexander
(Singer and Actor/ Gay man)
“What's great about 
being gay is that you 

can celebrate all 

types of sexualities, 

because we 

understand that 

being queer means 

you might also be 

gender 

nonconforming or bi 

or whatever”

ROLE MODEL OF 

THE MONTH

“I get a real thrill for 
being 'overtly queer' in 

my aesthetic.”



Queer
Queer is a term used by those wanting to reject 
specific labels of romantic orientation, sexual 
orientation and/or gender identity. It can also be a 
way of rejecting the perceived norms of the LGBT+ 
community (racism, sizeism, ableism etc). 

The word has also historically been used as an 
offensive slur against LGBT+ people. However, it 
was reclaimed in the late 80s by the queer 
community who have embraced it.

LGBT+ WORD OF THE MONTH

Why have we chosen this word?

● We have used this word throughout the issues 

of FHSRainbow! However, this word is 

sometimes misunderstood in terms of how it 

has been reclaimed. We want to make sure 

that everyone understands the historic and 

current usage.



This week, our chosen feature looks 
at a very important moment in trans 

history and is the story of the first 
person to undergo gender 

reassignment surgery…

FEATURE OF THE WEEK

Wording from: 

https://www.britannica.com/

biography/Lili-Elbe



Who was 

Lili Elbe?

Elbe lived nearly her whole life as a man. 
Elbe studied art at the Royal Danish 

Academy of Fine Arts in Copenhagen and 
met Gerda Gottlieb there. The two fell in 

love and got married about 1905. She 
realised her true gender identity when 

Gerda, a successful painter and fashion 
illustrator asked her then husband to don 

women’s clothing and sit as her model. The 
couple eventually moved to Paris, where 

Wegener felt free to appear in public 
sometimes as Einar Wegener and 

sometimes as Lili Elbe. Once Wegener 
began to transition, she and Gerda had their 

marriage annulled.

Lili Elbe, was born Einar Wegener in 1882, in Vejle, 
Denmark and was a Danish painter. Lili was assigned 
male at birth but experienced what is now 
called gender dysphoria. She underwent the world’s 
first documented sex reassignment surgery.



What happened to Lili?

The first of 

five highly 
experimental surgeries 

that Elbe underwent 
was performed in 1930.

Sadly, she died of 
complications not long 

after the fifth 
procedure in 1931.

Before she underwent 
her first surgery, it had 

been determined by 
her physicians that 

Elbe had more female 
than male hormones 

and likely had what is 
now known 

as Klinefelter 
syndrome, a disorder 

of the 
sex chromosomes that 

occurs in males. 



Where have I 

heard of Lili 

before?
The story of Lili’s 
transition was published 
shortly after her death 
(with pseudonyms 
applied to all people 
named in the book) and 
has since been retold 
in The Danish Girl (2000), 
a novel by David 
Ebershoff, and a major 
feature film by the same 
name (2015) 
starring Eddie 
Redmayne.

Further 

information
Look here for further information:

https://theculturetrip.com/europe/de

nmark/copenhagen/articles/introduci

ng-lili-elbe-the-real-danish-girl/



LGBT+ BOOK OF THE MONTH



Felix Ever After-

Kacen Callender

LGBT+ BOOK OF THE MONTH

Ms Suart says…

“Felix Ever After is 

due to be published 

in May this year. I’m 
really excited to 

read a book with an 

intersectional trans 

protagonist as this is 

such a marginalised 

identity in literature. 

Maybe we can get a 

copy for the library!”



LGBT+ BOOKS 

IN OUR LIBRARY

https://foresthill.eplatform.co/admin/compilation/list?id=21696
https://foresthill.eplatform.co/admin/compilation/list?id=21695
https://uk.accessit.online/frs01/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=16&rlKey=2003041970


LGBT+ SCHOOL DISPLAY

OF THE MONTH!

Our school has lots of wonderful LGBT+ displays. 
Each month, we will choose one and share it 

with you.

This month it’s the LGBT+ SAFE SPACE signs 
which are displayed across the school. These 

demonstrate FHS’s commitment to LGBT+ 
equality and equality for all, regardless of 

identity.



NEED ADVICE?
If you have been affected by anything in this 

issue, need support or would like more 

information, there are lots of people and 

organisations who can support you. 

For example:

At FHS:

● Equality Ambassadors: 

Ms Suart, Mr Cox & Ms Learoyd

● Your tutor

● Your Head of Year

● Any member of SLT

● Ms Rhodes (school counsellor)

External organisations and charities:

● Stonewall https://www.stonewall.org.uk/

● Metro https://metrocharity.org.uk/

● Mermaids https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & 
images by Freepik. 

THANKS FOR 

READING!
For anyone needing support or feeling 

marginalised due to your identity… we are 
PROUD to be in solidarity with you. 

You matter.

Please email Ms Suart, Mr Cox or Ms 
Learoyd for any further information or 

support:

e.suart@foresthillschool.co.uk
m.cox@foresthillschool.co.uk

s.learoyd@foresthillschool.co.uk

See you next month for issue 6 ☺

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

