Forest Hill School’s LGBTQ+ magazine!
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SNEAK PEEK AT
WHAT’S INSIDE…
● FHS News- The Mayor of
Lewisham visit
● Monthly feature— History of
the Drag Ballroom Scene
● Role model of the monthJosephine Baker
● LGBTQ+ book- Gender: A
Graphic Guide
● …and much more!
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HELLO
FOREST HILL SCHOOL!
This month, we have
continued to celebrate our
Stonewall Gold award and we
have even been visited by the
Mayor of Lewisham! Our Pride
Ambassador group has also
started to meet again on
Monday lunchtimes in room
123. We’d love to see you
there!
Forest Hill School is
committed to improving
equality for everyone. If you
have any ideas on how we can
continue to work on this,
please do let us know.
#equalitymattersatFHS
We would love to hear from
anyone that would like to
contribute to the magazine.
Please contact our editors, Ms
Suart and Mr Cox:
e.suart@foresthillschool.co.uk
m.cox@foresthillschool.co.uk
We hope you enjoy this
edition!
Ms Suart & Mr Cox

INTERNATIONAL
PRONOUN
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LGBTQ+ NEWS
British Airways
drops ‘ladies
and gentleman’
in favour of
gender-neutral
greetings.

STRICTLY COME DANCING
SEES MALE DUO SCORE TENS!
John Whaite and Johannes
Radebe dazzled the Strictly
Come Dancing judges during in
the Movie Week special,
scoring a near-perfect score
from the panel.
The Great British
Bake Off champion and his
professional partner served up
an incredible Paso Doble
routine during the live show,
marking the first time this
particular dance has been
performed on Strictly by a
same-sex pairing.
Channelling Pirates
Of The Caribbean, John and
Johannes were awarded a
mark of 39 points on the night,
with Craig Revel Horwood being
the only member of the judging
panel not to give the duo a
perfect score.

Read all about it!

DC Comics reveals latest
Superman as bisexual in new
issue
The Man of Steel will be in a
same-sex relationship while
combatting the climate crisis
and protesting against the
deportation of refugees.

FHS NEWS

Read all about it!

FHS NEWS

FHS NEWS

FHS NEWS

FHS NEWS

FHS NEWS

Under the new Stonewall
awards criteria, we are
the FIRST SCHOOL IN
LONDON to achieve this.
We are also only the
SECOND SECONDARY
SCHOOL IN THE COUNTRY
to be given Gold!

WOW!!

LGBTQ+ ROLE
MODEL OF THE
MONTH

Josephine
Baker
Born 1906,
died 1975.

(Dancer, French
Resistance Agent, Civil
Rights Activist/ Bisexual)
“People are dying
so that you will
be able to live in
peace,” she said
in 1952. “Try to
understand and
love each other
before it is too
late.”
“?”

LGBTQ+ WORD
OF THE MONTH

Asexual
A person who does not experience sexual
attraction. Some asexual people experience
romantic attraction, while others do not. Asexual
people who experience romantic attraction might
also use terms such as gay, bi, lesbian, straight
and queer in conjunction with asexual to describe
the direction of their romantic attraction.

Why have we chosen this word?
● The LGBTQ+ community incorporates many
different identities linked to sexuality and
gender. Asexuality is sometimes marginalised
in discussion and we would like to build
awareness of this.
● You might sometimes see the longer acronym
LGBTQIA+. The A stands for asexual!

FEATURE OF THE MONTH

Text taken from
https://www.history.com/news/drag-ballshouse-ballroom-voguing

Ballroom origins

In New York in the early 1970s, Black and
Latinx gay, trans and queer people
developed a thriving subculture in house
balls, where they could express themselves
freely and find acceptance within a
marginalised community. It was here
where the world of drag pageantry evolved
into competitions that spanned a variety of
categories, including “vogue” battles. All
these events can trace their origins as far
back as the late 1800s.

Ballroom origins
Harlem’s Hamilton Lodge No. 710 hosted
regular drag balls during the post-Civil
War era. Attendees varied in race,
gender and sex—with some women
taking part by wearing men’s clothes— but
the main attractions were female
impersonators who showed off their
gowns and bodies to a panel of judges in
typical pageant fashion.
As these balls continued for decades,
they grew in popularity—and notoriety. By
the early 20th century, drag balls were
considered illegal and taboo to the
outside world. That drove the
competitions underground (and also
undoubtedly added to their appeal).
Spectators for drag balls expanded from
“a few courageous spectators” in the
1800s, to thousands by the 1930s,
according to a collection of essays about
the balls at the New York Public Library.

The birth of
house ballroom
From its inception, ballroom
houses offered security for
Black and Latinx queer, gay
and trans people. These
houses became more like
families than teams, led by
house “mothers” or house
“fathers” to guide their
house “children” for the
world.
Crystal and Lottie went on to host the
first house ball in Harlem in the early
1970s, entitling it “Crystal & Lottie
LaBeija presents the first annual House
of LaBeija Ball.” The ball, designed
exclusively for Black and Latinx trans,
gay and queer people, was a success.
The house ball and the House of Labeija
inspired many other prominent figures in
the ballroom world to create houses of
their own throughout the 1970s and
beyond.

Voguing
Vogue is a type of improvisational dance inspired by
the poses of models in fashion magazines. The
dance style originated within the world of gay and
trans Black people, but its exact origins remain
unclear. According to Roberson, some believe that
Paris Dupree—a pioneer in the house ballroom scene—
created vogue, while others believe that it was
created by a Black gay or trans person in the New York
City jail complex at Rikers Island. Willi Ninja, another
legendary member of the house ball community, has
also been referred to as the “Godfather of Voguing.”
Regardless of its creator, the art form had another
name before it was called vogue.
Madonna’s “Vogue” paid tribute to
ballroom and featured voguers such
as José Gutierez Xtravaganza and
Luis Camacho Xtravaganza in the
video. However, Madonna was
accused of culturally appropriating
a culture that she had no claim to
and turning a rich history of vogue
into a fad.

Paris is Burning
Paris is Burning was a documentary film
which took viewers directly inside the
ballroom scene.
Filmmaker Jennie Livingston began filming
the events after seeing people voguing in
New York City’s West Village. The film is
often referenced within the LGBTQ+
community and beyond. The ballroom term
“throwing shade” was even added to
Merriam-Webster’s dictionary in 2017. But
Livingston, as a queer white woman, has
been accused of enabling cultural
appropriation through her documentation
of house balls. Several participants in the
documentary also threatened to sue after
not receiving compensation following the
success of the film.

Other media representations
Glimpses of house ballroom culture
continued to permeate mainstream spaces
more prominently since the early 1990s,
through television series such as RuPaul’s
Drag Race, which premiered in 2009; the
MTV series America’s Best Dance Crew,
featuring trans Black voguer Leiomy
Maldonado in 2009; and Ryan
Murphy’s Pose in 2019, which featured a
scripted take on the house ballroom scene
and included the most trans actors in
television history.

Further
information
Here are some other important black LGBTQ+ figures.
Some are from history and some are current:
Marsha P. Johnson : Leading figure in the Stonewall riots
Cleo Kambugo Kentaro: Ugandan actress and activist
Audre Lorde: American writer, academic and activist
Indya Moore: American actor, model and activist
Zinele Muholi: South African visual activist and
photographer
Billy Porter: American singer, actor and performer
Lena Waithe: American screenwriter, producer and actor
Alice Walker: American writer (Author of the Color Purple)
Justin Fashanu: British footballer
David Kato: Ugandan teacher and LGBTQ+ activist
Jackie Kay: British playwright and novelist

For further information on LGBTQ+ Black
History:
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/ourwork/campaigns/black-history-monthx-stonewall

LGBTQ+ BOOK
OF THE MONTH
Waterstones says…
“Is masculinity 'toxic'? Why are public
toilets such a political issue? How has
feminism changed the available
gender roles - and for whom? Why
might we all benefit from challenging
binary thinking about sex/gender?
In this unique illustrated guide, MegJohn Barker and Jules Scheele travel
through our shifting understandings of
gender across time and space - from
ideas about masculinity and femininity,
to non-binary and trans genders, to
intersecting experiences of gender,
race, sexuality, class, disability and
more.
Tackling current debates and tensions,
which can divide communities and even
cost lives, Barker and Scheele look to
the past and the future to explore how
we might all approach gender in more
caring and celebratory ways.”

LGBTQ+ BOOK OF THE MONTH

LGBTQ+ BOOKS
IN OUR LIBRARY

LGBTQ+
SCHOOL
DISPLAY
OF THE
MONTH!

Our school has lots of wonderful LGBTQ+ displays.
Each month, we will choose one and share it with
you.

This month it’s our NEW LGBTQ+ SAFE SPACE
signs which you will see around the school. These
have been updated to include the newest Progress
Pride flag and the Q in the acronym. Some of these
signs also say PRIDE AMBASSADOR on them. This
signals staff members who help to run the Pride
Ambassador group.

NEED ADVICE?
If you have been affected by anything in this
issue, need support or would like more
information, there are lots of people and
organisations who can support you.
For example:
At FHS:
● Equality Ambassadors:
Ms Suart, Mr Cox & Ms Learoyd
● Your tutor
● Your Head of Year
● Any member of SLT
● Ms Rhodes (school counsellor)
External organisations and charities:
● Stonewall https://www.stonewall.org.uk/
● Metro https://metrocharity.org.uk/
● Mermaids https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/

THANKS FOR
READING!
For anyone needing support or feeling
marginalised due to your identity… we are
PROUD to be in solidarity with you.
You matter.
Please email Ms Suart, Mr Cox or Ms
Learoyd for any further information or
support:
e.suart@foresthillschool.co.uk
m.cox@foresthillschool.co.uk
s.learoyd@foresthillschool.co.uk
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See you next month for issue 11 ☺

