
GCSE Information Evening

How you can support your 
child
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• Exam Stress
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GCSE Information Evening



• 27th November – Year 10 Work Experience

• 22nd January – Year 10 first GCSE assessments (in 
class)

• 7th March – Year 10 Parents Evening

• 17th June – GCSE Centre Assessments – full GCSE 
style examinations

• October – Post 16 Open Evenings

• December – deadline for most applications

Practice for real GCSE’s, but grades also go on Post 
16 applications in November!

Key Dates





GCSE 

MATHEMATICS 

BEGINS IN YEAR 10

True or False?



FALSE!

•The KS4 curriculum builds on 
what pupils have been taught 
in KS3

•The necessary skills required 
to succeed at KS4 are taught 
from the start of year 7



Maths GCSE

• Exam board is EdExcel

• 100% examined (no coursework)

• THREE written exams

• Paper 1 - Non calculator (80 marks) - 1 ½ hours

• Paper 2 - Calculator (80 marks) - 1 ½ hours

• Paper 3 - Calculator (80 marks) - 1 ½ hours

• All papers can contain content from the whole 
curriculum



Textbooks used in Year 10



Maths Groupings

• Pupils are in Sets 1-4

• Sets 1 and 2 study the Higher content and 
can achieve grades 1-9 at GCSE

• Sets 3-4 study the Foundation content and 
can achieve grades 1-5 at GCSE

• Students can move between the sets 
throughout Year 10



What are the requirements of 

Maths GCSE?

• Much greater focus on problem-solving.

• Requirement to provide clear 
mathematical arguments.

• A lot of new added content at both Higher 
and Foundation level.

• Limited formulae provided in the exam 
(Students expected to remember most of 
them)



The tools required to get the job done!

A must for the course:

Scientific calculator

Ideally pupils would have been using this since 

year 7 so they would now be familiar with the 

majority of the functions the calculator can 

perform.  Also, a lot of these functions will be 

used more often in KS4.  

A complete Maths set

Nothing worse for a pupil in lessons than not 

being able to participate in particular activities 

due to a lack of equipment.  Not only will this 

effect overall progress but will also mean that 

the pupil does not have the practice of using 

specific items in preparation for the final exams.

Scientific calculators and Maths Set are required 

for all students



How to support with maths

• Check they have Maths Set and Scientfic
Calculator every day

• Ensure they have access to the Maths 
textbooks, revision guides, revision work 
books, and recommended revision 
websites

• Encourage homework and regular 
revision

• Establish effective revision strategies 
before the start of year 11



GSCE English Literature and 

Language 



• Two 1 hour 45minute exams

• Fiction and Non-Fiction

• No higher or lower paper

• Revision is about practice

• Timing is important

English Language



Exam Questions



Exam Questions



• Consistently read challenging texts

• Purchase / download past papers

• Use the revision guides online

• Email practice to teachers

• Use Seneca, Oak Academy, Bitesize

What should your son be doing?



• Macbeth, A Christmas Carol

• Conflict Poetry, An  Inspector Calls, 
Unseen Poetry

English Literature



Exam Questions



• Start revising early

• Learn the quotations and key scenes

• Flash Cards / Mind Maps

• An organised File

• Practice Questions

• Use Seneca, Oak Academy, Bitesize

• Avoid YouTube Teachers

• Examiners interested to see that students 
know the whole text

How you can support your son?



How can I revise 

for science?



Organise your revision schedule 

starting with the checklists.

Highlight keywords 

and definitions

to build on your 

science vocabulary.

You should have a 

printed copy or 

electronic copies 

available on Satchel

One.



Use the knowledge organisers to 

learn the essential key concepts.

Lots of visuals.

Information is in 

digestible 

chunks.

Comes with 

quick questions 

to test yourself.



Learn how to use the equations

needed to help revise Physics. 

You can find these at the 

back of your checklist .

Don’t forget to learn the 
units.

Top tip:

Write them onto flashcards 

or poster paper and stick it 

on your bedroom wall.



Watch free science lessons on 

YouTube

Watch these videos 

to help you 

understand difficult 

topics.

Videos are short, 

include diagrams 

and good 

explanations.

Excellent for revising 

the required 

practical's.

You can also use 

Seneca learning.



All-in-one revision guide on 

ParentPay

Covers every topic in 
Yr 10 and 11.

Complete with exam 
style questions and 
mark schemes.

Triple science guides 
also available.



Learn the meaning of command words in 

science to help you answer exam questions. 

Describe

Explain

Suggest

Evaluate

Compare Outline

Devise



Test yourself- complete exam 

questions

Practice, practice and more practice!

Use the mark scheme to help you understand the 
language/wording needed to be gain marks.

You will find practice papers in the shared area.



Community Languages

• If your child speaks any of these they can be 
entered for an extra GCSE in it

• Please contact Mr Brassington 
(d.brassington@foresthillschool.co.uk) 

mailto:d.brassington@foresthillschool.co.uk


• Certain subjects have coursework that will need to be completed

• These subjects are

• Art

• Photography

• Product Design

• Drama

• Sports Science (PE)

• Music

• Music Tech

• ICT

• Coursework should be completed to the best of each student’s 
ability as soon as possible

• Often students hand in coursework that drags their grades down 
– not acceptable

Coursework Key Tips

Do you know what they have to do for 

coursework?

Do you know what grade their work 

currently is at

Do you know when the deadline is for 

the coursework?

If you are not sure, contact the teacher 

for more information

There are extra coursework sessions for 

all of these subjects to help students



• Revision 
Timetable

• 12 key study skills

• Test yourself!

• Practice, Practice, 
Practice!

• Seneca Learning 
and other online 
learning tools

Study Skills



This is an adaptive learning platform that includes revision materials 
for all knowledge based GCSE’s

www.senecalearning.com

Username: School Email

Password: seneca2020

Use the School Email account as your classes are all set up and your 
teachers will put courses and assignments here.  DON’T USE YOUR 
OWN EMAIL OR EARLIER ACCOUNTS

Classes and Assignments – This is where your teachers will have 
placed your courses and any work you need to do

Courses – You can also search for your own courses if these are not 
set up yet

Seneca Learning

Seneca is proven to improve 

students knowledge and recall of 

key facts for their subjects

15-30 minutes of Seneca a day will 

improve your grades!

http://www.senecalearning.com/


• Be organised

• Get enough 
sleep

• Eat healthily

• Plan your 
revision!

Exam Stress and Mental Health



How will we prepare the students?

1. Unifrog- Work environment profile quiz

2. Work experience appointment letters

3. Work experience logbook

4. Careers interviews in January 2024

5. Carers days in June 2024

6. Support from the inclusion team

GCSE Information Evening -Careers

Every student will leave with a Post 16 

place – compulsory education until 18!



• Richard Lamb – Faculty Leader for English & REPP –
r.lamb@foresthillschool.co.uk

• Godwin Kanton – Faculty Leader for Maths & Business –
g.kanton@foresthillschool.co.uk

• Radhika Vilas – Faculty Leader for Science & Computing –
r.vilas@foresthillschool.co.uk

• Alan Brook – Faculty Leader for Humanities & MFL –
a.brook@foresthillschool.co.uk

• Kris Hollidge – Faculty Leader for Expressive Arts –
k.Hollidge@foresthillschool.co.uk

• Matthew Griffiths – Head of Year 10 –
m.griffiths@foresthillschool.co.uk

• George German – Deputy Head –
g.german@foresthillschool.co.uk

Contacts
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